Evaluation of FCE 22101 in experimental meningitis caused by Escherichia coli and Streptococcus pneumoniae.
FCE 22101 is a new penem antibiotic with a spectrum of activity suggesting a possible role in the empirical treatment of meningitis. It appears to achieve a mean reduction in bacterial titre in CSF comparable with currently accepted agents for both pneumococcal and Escherichia coli meningitis. Its efficacy may, however, be variable. It does not achieve CSF level/MIC ratios as favourable as imipenem for the pathogens studied. Further studies are necessary to determine its role, if any, in this disease.